VIVINDIA

“THE SOUL OF RAJASTHAN”
“the wealth of magnificent temples, colorful festivals and bazaars...Rajasthan offers this and much more...romantic
palaces in Udaipur...places of historical and cultural interest.. Jaipur is famous for world trade of jewelry, colored
fabrics embellished with special stones... beautiful women with long hair and beautiful Sari... men with colorful
turbans. "India is a dream, unmissable and intense ...”
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Tour Lenght 15 Nights - 16 Days
DESTINATION TOUR :-Delhi-Jaipur-Mandawa-Bikaner-Jaisalmer-Jodhpur-Rohetgarh-RanakpurUdaipur Eklingji-Nagda-Chittorgarh-Pushkar-Fatehpur Sikri-Agra-Delhi.
Day 1 : Departure Day 2 : -

- from your country

- arrive Delhi - Jaipur

Arriving Delhi, you will clear customs and immigration. Leaving the airport, you will be met by our representative,
holding a play card with your name on it at the exit. Arrival transfer to your hotel and assistance for check-in will be
provided. After breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Jaipur. Arrive Jaipur and check-in into hotel. Rest of
the day free to relax at your hotel, or you can explore the local markets for souvenir shopping the Jaipur is famous forJewellery, precious stones, paintings, hand printed textiles etc. Jaipur enjoys a high reputation for the manufacture of
jewellery. It is one of the most active jewel markets of the world and is famous for precious and semi-precious stones
and also for the cutting, polishing and setting of these stone, particularly that of diamonds, topaz and emeralds. Jaipur
brass work is of immaculate quality. The Jaipur brass worker is successful in infusing life like charm into the dull metal.
Two kinds of work is done in Jaipur on brass viz. Lacquered brass carved brass. Jaipur enamel or Minakari, mostly done
on gold and silver has always been a class of its own. The Jaipur artist is renowned not nonly for the purity of the
colours, but also for its evenness. Jaipur is also famous for its textiles. Sanganeri and Bagru block prints are the fashion
designer's craze these days. The Bandhej (tie and dye)print is very typical of the region. Overnight at hotel.
Day 3 : Jaipur
After breakfast full day sightseeing of Jaipur which is an exuberance of color, dance, and song with the traditional arts
and crafts. It's one of India's most well planned cities, with wide, straight avenues, roads, streets and lanes in a grid
system. The great warrior/astronomer Maharaja Jai Singh II carefully planned Jaipur's foundation. Laid out in the 18th
century, its design followed specifications from an epochal Hindu treatise on architecture. This "Pink City," so called
because its buildings are painted in the tones of an autumnal sunset, intersperses the play of red and pink with white
borders and motifs.
Morning we take you to Amber Fort - The royal family's residence at Amber is only 11 km away. The palaces and forts
of yesteryear, once witness to royal processions, now shine amid the splendor of modern monuments, a juxtaposition
accepted quite naturally into the lifestyles of an amazing people. It is an example of fascinating blend of Hindu and
Muslim architecture built in red sandstone and white marble. The highlight of the fort is the Seesh Mahal (Mirror
Palace), a palace known for its craftsmanship in mirrors. Amber is the classic romantic Rajasthanfort palace. Amber
was the ancient capital of the Kachhwaha Rajputs until Sawai Jai Singh II moved down the hill to his newly created
capital, Jaipur. This is one of the most magnificent destinations located on the hills just outside Jaipur. It was built by
Raja Man Singh in 1600 AD and completed by Sawai Jai Singh in the 18th century. Ascend on elephant back, the hill, on
which the fort is situated.
Afternoon covering Hawa Mahal or "Palace of Winds," one of the major landmarks of Jaipur, although it is actually
little more than a facade. The five-storey building overlooks the main street of the old city and is a stunning example
of Rajput artistry with its pink, semi-octagonal, honeycombed, sandstone windows. It was originally built to enable the
ladies of the royal household to watch the everyday life and processions of the city. The City Palace which is blend of
Mughal and Rajasthani architecture and the royal family still lives in a part of the palace. The palace is now a fine
museum. It houses a remarkable collection of textiles, paintings, manuscripts, and extraordinary weapons. On display
there are two huge urns of silver, said to be the largest silver vessels in the world. Nakkarkhana-ka-Darwaza, the
imposing gateway of the City Palace guarded by stone elephants, is monumental. Adjacent to the City Palace is Jantar
Mantar, the ancient astronomical Observatory built by Raja Jai Singh, whose passion for astronomy was even more
notable than his prowess as a warrior. Overnight at hotel.
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Day 4 : Jaipur - Mandawa
After breakfast, drive to Mandawa. Arrive Mandawa and check-in into hotel Castle Mandawa. Mandawa castle, one of
the finest castles of Rajasthan is now a beautiful hotel. Mandawa has beautiful frescoes, havelis & mansions.
In the afternoon take a walking tour of the painted “havelis” of some of the leading business families of the country.
Though they no longer live here, the local caretakers are happy to show the visitors around. Enroute you can shop for
the colorful art and crafts of Rajasthan: tied and dyed textiles, metal handicrafts, carved wooden artefacts and more.
Overnight at hotel.
Day 5 : Mandawa – Deshnok - Bikaner
After breakfast, check-out from the hotel and drive to Deshnok, the temple is dedicated to Karni Mata - an incarnation
of Durga. The temple has fascinating huge silver gates and marble carvings that were donated by Maharaja Ganga
Singhji The most attractive feature of temple are the rodents who scamper freely within the premises and if one
touches your feet its considered auspicious.
After that continue drive to Bikaner. On arrival check-in into hotel. After check-in enjoy half day city tour of Bikaner the camel city. Bikaner is home to a spectacular fort containing intricately carved palaces and temples. On your
Bikaner travel you can visit the old city dotted with havelis and surrounded by 7km of high walls. Added to this it has a
certain unspoilt charm, retaining the medieval splendor. Visit Junagadh Fort - Built in 1593 A.D. by Raja Rai Singh, a
general in the army of Emperor Akbar, the fort is a formidable structure encircled by a moat and has some beautiful
palaces within. These palaces, made in red sandstone and marble, make a picturesque ensemble of courtyards,
balconies, kiosks and windows dotted all over the structure. Also visit Bhandeshwar Jain Temple - Beautiful 16th
century Jain temples, dedicated to the 23rd Tirthankar Parshvanathji. Overnight at hotel.
Day 6 : Bikaner - Jaisalmer
After breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Jaisalmer - The Citadel City. On the way we pass camel carts,
vibrant and colorful Rajasthani women carrying produce to the market, and men sporting brightly colored turbans
usually sitting groups just passing the time of the day. On arrival check in into hotel. Overnight at hotel.
Day 7 : Jaisalmer
After breakfast half day sightseeing of Jaisalmer. Almost 900 years old, Jaisalmer was a major post on the trade route
across the forbidding Thar Desert, and still today, one's first glimpse of the honey colored walls of the fort, rising out
of the hot and barren desert is magical. Untouched by time, Jaisalmer, with its golden crenellated walls and narrow
streets lined with exquisite havelies, has a medieval ambience. The Fort encloses palaces decorated with delicate jali
or lattice worked screens, carved doors and flora carvings, and elaborately carved 12th to 16th century Jain temples.
The havelies in both the fort and the town are exceptional. Similar in style to the homes of Venetian merchants, the
havelies were the mansions of wealthy traders. The houses are decorated with beautifully carved facades, jali screens
and oriel windows, each with an inner courtyard surrounded by richly decorated apartments.
In the late afternoon we have arranged Sunset camel ride to the Sam Sand Dunes. A trip to Jaisalmer is in incomplete
without this visit to most panoramic Dunes of Sam, where the wind is unceasingly carving out scenic patterns on this
desert sand. truly the essence of the desert, the ripples of the Dunes create a enchanting mirage. By visiting the Sam
Sand Dunes, it is possible to get an insight into desert life from Jaisalmer itself! Camel rides on the Sand Dunes are a
thrilling experience, as is the brilliant sunset. Overnight at hotel.
Day 8 : Jaisalmer - Jodhpur
After breakfast check-out from the hotel and a short drive to Jodhpur –“ The Desert enchantment”. Arrive and checkin into hotel. In the late afternoon visit Mehrangarh fort - unsurpassed in beauty & grandeur, it is one of the largest
forts in India. Innumerable palaces in the fort, interspersed with sprawling courtyards, are intricately
carved Jaswanthada - The 19th century royal cenotaph and the museum located in the Umaid public gardens.
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Rest of the day free to relax at your hotel. OR you can explore the local markets for shopping. Shopping in Jodhpur
bazaars is a heady experience with a colorful display of the rich collection of exquisite handicrafts. The tie and dye
fabric, embroidered ‘jutis’ or slippers in suede, cancel skin, velvet and more color to the city.it was form here that the
popularly worn baggy-tight horse riding trousers,-" Jodhpurs" ,took their name. Countless festivities celebrate the rich
past and culture of the princely state. The Marwar Festival held annually is one such spectacular bonanza. Overnight
at hotel.
Day 9 : Jodhpur – Rohetgarh
After breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Rohetgarh which is famous for its fort of 17th century which is
now a luxury heritage hotel. We will be welcomed by the royal family personally. You are invited to relax in spacious
varand lounges decorated with historic trophies or you can relax at the beautifully designed swimming pool. There is a
beautifully designed swimming pool with four charming pavilions at each corner where musicians perform in the
evenings as dinner is served by the poolside. Often, folk dancers enliven the evenings with their vibrant hues and
vigorous rhythms.
In the afternoon enjoy a half day Jeep Safari to explore Bishnoi villages. Rohetgarh has pioneered a unique tour, which
introduces its guests to local cultures and traditions. Because of the host family's special bond with different
communities among the local people which goes back several generations you are taken into homes and received with
warmth and affection, an experience which often eludes the ordinary tourist. Guests interact with various
communities living in the area and share and understand their worlds, the Bishnois, protectors of nature for five
centuries and arguably the world's first ecologists, responsible for the survival of species such as the black-buck
antelope: the semi nomadic Raika shepherds of Marwar whose brilliant crimson and marigold costumes would put
modern designers to shame: as also the Paliwals and the Meghwals, the farmers and weavers. Rest of the evening free
to relax at your hotel. Overnight at hotel.
Day 10 : Rohetgarh – Ranakpur – Udaipur
After breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Ranakpur. Visit Ranakpur Jain Temples complex, one of the
biggest and the most important cluster of Jain temples in India. Nestled in the Aravalli range. The Chaumukha Temple,
or Four Faced Temple, is the main temple in the complex and dates back to the 15th century. Built in marble, the
temple has 29 halls supported by more than 1400 pillars, no two of which are alike. The two other Jain temples in the
complex are Neminath and Parasnath temple.
Later on drive to Udaipur. On arrival check-in into hotel. The rest of the evening is free to explore this city of lakes on
your own. Rest of the day free to exlore Udaipur City which is known as the"Venice of the East", and with good
reason. With romantic palaces, splendid lake views and a rich artistic heritage, this city is an oasis in the otherwise
mainly desert state of Rajasthan. Shopping in Udaipur is also fun. The small winding streets leading to the City Palace
house a bazaar where you can find Rajasthani miniature paintings (and other art), tons of clothing stores, tea and
coffee shops and houseware, to name a few. Some of the tailors there will make you clothes in the size, style and
design of your choice within a few hours. Or you may enjoy our optional boat ride on the picturesque Lake Pichola,
cruising past the spectacular City Palace, Jag Mandir Island and the famous Jag Niwas Island. Overnight at hotel.
Day 11 : Udaipur –Eklingji – Nagda - Udaipur
After breakfast visit City Palace - the largest palace complex in Rajasthan, with its scalloped arches, fretted balconies,
and cupolas. A part of the palace is converted into a museum. You will be impressed by the monuments as it
showcased arms and armor, paintings and photographs, royal insignia, processional trappings and other objects,
which reflect the heritage, and tradition of the Mewar and Sisodia Maharanas. Then, visit Jagdish Temple, 16th
century temple dedicated to Lord Vishnu. We’ll drive past Fateh Sagar Lake with a visit to Sahelion-ki- Bari, garden
of the maids-of-Honor. Also visit Pratap Memorial, Atop the Moti Magri or prarl hill, overlooking the Fateh Sagar lake
is the memorial of the Rajput hero Maharana Pratap with a bronze statue of the Maharana. Later on visit Ahar - The
ancient capital of sisodias, 3 Km from udaipur, Ahar boasts of a profusion of royal cenotaphs of the rulers of Mewar.
A rare collection of antiquities including earthen pots, iron objects and other art items excavated in the region are
displayed in a small Govt. museum.
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In the afternoon an excursion to Eklingji & Nagda temples. Eklingji, It is famous for the beautifully sculpted temple
complex with 108 temples within its high walls built in 734 A.D.The temples are dedicated to Lord Shiva, the presiding
deity of Mewar ruler. The walled complex encloses an elaborately pillared hall or mandap under a large pyramidal roof
and has four-faced image of Lord Shiva in black marble. Nagda, This ancient place in Mewar was the capital of Bappa
Rawal and has a magnificient torana exquisitely carvedwith graceful apsaras. This ancient site dating back to the 6th
century A.D. is renowned for the Sas-Bahu temples (9th- 1Oth century A.D.) with interesting architecture and carvings.
Overnight at hotel.
Day 12 : Udaipur – Chittorgarh – Pushkar
After an early breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Chittorgarh. The sprawling hill top Fort of Chittorgarh
epitomises the whole romantic, doomed ideal of Rajput Chivalry. Thrice Chittor was sacked by a stronger enemy and
on each occasion, the end came in textbook Rajput fashion as jauhar was declared in the face of impossible odds.
Visit Chittorgarh Fort - The indomitable pride of Chittorgarh, the fort is a massive structure with many gateways built
by the later Maurya rulers in 7th century A.D. Perched on a height of 180 m. high hill, it sprawls over 700 acres. The
tablets and chattris within are impressive reminders of the Rajput heroism. The fort has many magnificent
monuments, all fine examples of the Rajput architecture. Also visit other palaces and visit that very spot where Rani
Padmini committed Johar.
Later on continue drive to Pushkar - the city of Brahma. Pushkar is a sacred town for the Hindus, situated 11 kms. to
the North-West of Ajmer. The charm of this sleepy, lakeside settlement so captivated the great Indian poet, Kalidas,
that it found a place in his classic, Abhigyan Sakuntalam. The Great Hindu epics of Mahabharat and Ramayana make
references to this religious place regarded to be Adi Tiratha. Evidence points to its having existed during the fourth
century B.C. lake in the inhospitable surroundings of a desert is no less than a miracle. On arrival check-in into hotel.
After check-in visit various temples and the sacred lake. Overnight at hotel.
Day 13 : Pushkar – Bharatpur – Fatehpur Sikri – Agra
After breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Agra. En-route visit Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary - one of the finest
bird sanctuaries in the world. You will enjoy a Rickshaw ride inside the Sanctuary for Bird Watching. Bharatpur is world
renowned for its World Heritage listed Bird Sanctuary, the Keoladeo Ghana National Park. It is one of the finest bird
sanctuaries in the world inundated with over 400 species of water birds. Exotic migratory birds from Afghanistan,
Central Asia, Tibet as well as Siberian cranes, come here to spend the winters. Other common bird life to be seen are
cormorants, spoonbills, storks, egrets, herons, pelicans, ibis and herons that can be spotted all over the park.
Also visit Fatehpur Sikri - Built by Akbar the Great in the 16th century to serve as the capital of his vast empire,
Fatehpur Sikri was mysteriously abandoned 13 years later. The mosque at Fatehpur Sikri is considered a copy of the
mosque at Mecca and is extremely elegant, containing elements of Hindu and Persian design. The main entrance to
the complex Buland Darwaza or "Great Gateway" is reached by an impressive flight of stairs. Inscribed on the inside of
the archway is the quote: "The World is a bridge. Pass over it, but build no house upon it. He who hopes for an hour,
may hope for eternity." Arrive Agra and check-in into hotel. Overnight at hotel.
Day 14 : Agra - New Delhi
Early morning visit the Taj Mahal which is India’s most fascinating and beautiful masterpiece. Set amidst landscaped
gardens on the banks of the Yamuna river, this edifice was built by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan as a memorial to
his wife, Mumtaz Mahal.
After her untimely death, Shah Jahan had her mortal remains buried in this mausoleum. And after his own demise he
was placed to rest next to his beloved queen in the same mausoleum. The Taj is most enthralling in the quietness of
early morning. With the rising Sun the white marble changes its colour and hues and it is excellent for photography.
After breakfast rest of the morning free to relax at your hotel. In the afternoon check-out from the hotel and visit Agra
Red Fort which is surrounded by a 70 feet high wall. It is home to the beautiful Pearl Mosque and numerous palaces
including the Jahangir Mahal, Diwan-i-Khas, Diwan-i-Am and Moti Masjid. Later it was used by his son Jehangir as the
seat of power. With four gates the Fort is enclosed by a double barricaded wall of red sand stone. The Jahangir Mahal
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is reached through an impressive gateway and its inner courtyard consists of beautiful halls, profuse carvings on
stone, exquisitely carved heavy brackets, piers and cross beams. Later on continue drive to Delhi. On arrival check-in
into hotel. Overnight at hotel.
Day 15 : Delhi -

- departure your destination

After breakfast enjoy full day city tour of Delhi which is India's bustling capital city. It was from here that Hindu,
Muslim and Mughal dynasties as well as the British ruled. Old & New Delhi present a stunning juxtaposition of sights
and sounds. First of all visit India Gate which is a famous war memorial at the east end of Rajpath. Also visit
Rajghat (the cremation site of Mahatma Gandhi ). Later on visit Lotus Temple(Bahai Temple) which is the newest most
extravagant architectural wonder of the Bahai faith, located in Kalkaji, south of Delhi. The temple in white is shaped
like a half opened lotus flower. Made of marble, cement, dolomite and sand, the Lotus Temple is a marvel of 20th
century architecture. The lotus shaped temple in a modern and contemporary form captivates into its sanctum
sanctorum people from all races, religious backgrounds and culture from around the globe. It represents the Bahai
faith, - an independent world religion. In the late afternoon visit Qutab Minar which is 72.5 m in height and has a
mosque at the base. It is a magnificent structure whose construction started in 1199 by a Muslim King Qutab-ud-din
Aibak (after whom it was named) and was finished by his heir IItutmish. Later on drive past President's House,
Parliament House & Secretariat Building. Car and driver will be at your disposal until departure transfer to
International Airport to catch flight for onward journey.
END OF OUR SERVICES
Day 16 : -

- Leave

Depart by homebound flight...

CONTACT US
This program can be priced for any number of people. Cost may vary depending on dates chosen
& holiday and trade fair date surcharges.
For a quote on your dates & number in your party please contact us !

www.vivindia.com
E-mail: info-india@vivindia.com info-italia@vivindia.com info-england@vivindia.com info-espana@vivindia.com
Product Manager & Customer Service: adelaideippolito@vivindia.com

Our team is at your disposal.
It will be a pleasure for us, to advise and to prepare a holiday for you, giving you the opportunity
to know the places, traditions and cultures, through a customized itinerary.
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